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GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of Nov 25—Dec 1 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

Calendar’) 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lower School Announcements Page: 2 

Upper School Announcements Page: 3 

Athletics Page: 4 

ASA@GWA Page: 5—8 

Menu Page: 9 

The whole school will have a Moroccan Dress 

Day on 30 November in honor of Aid al Mawlid. 

Dec 1 Aid Al Mawlid Nabawi  

Dec 7 No school for Nursery, Discovery and 

PreK Parent-Teacher Conferences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
There are many viruses attacking our immune systems without our knowledge. This week we saw many 
students with some form of gastrointestinal (GI)  illness. 
 
Please refer to our GWA Health Policy (Français and English) and keep your son or daughter home from 
school if they have vomited or had diarrhea in the past 24 hours or have a fever. If they complain of “not 
feeling well,” having nausea and are not able to eat or drink anything in the morning; that is a good rea-
son to stay home and make sure they are not developing a viral GI infection.  

 
Check out this link for more helpful information about the stomach flu! 

 
How do you recover from a GI illness?  

 physical rest 
 adequate hydration; drinking lots of fluids  
 when able; eat solid foods such as the BRAT diet (bananas, rice, applesauce and toast)  
 Antibiotics are not needed for viral illnesses! 

 

 
 
 

Prevention is still the best course of action; which means frequent, thorough hand -washing (20 seconds 
of scrubbing!). Encourage your family to stay healthy this winter by washing their hands often!  

 

 
 

For a healthy GWA, 
Miss Hannah Hair, RN, BSN 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1btLGEAYf_9n7kvuSu4hfztS24_NtZqapu1bg5-rGLNs/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mESlQTJGWrshGA4NkbK6NfSorxUToWcm1JD4_6jpXKc/edit
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/viral-gastroenteritis/basics/definition/con-20019350
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
This week, I would like to highlight the fantastic library resources available to our students and parents at home. 
Please take advantage of these over the four-day holiday weekend! 
 
The Library has many resources for students and parents. These resources can help students prepare for a project, 
read online, or even get extra practice on a subject at home. Parents can use the Library's home 
page library.gwa.ac.ma as a Learning Toolkit at home to check the students library account, Listen or read a French 
or an English book online, get extra practice on Mathematics, or even prepare for a coming project.  
 
1- Do you want to check up your child's library record  (1st-5th grade)? 
Go to library.gwa.ac.ma 
tab to George Washington Academy 
login with your child's school username and password 
Then tab to my Info 
 
2- Do you want to help your student read through reliable and informational articles, or watch educational videos?  
Go to Britannica Encyclopedia or Brainpop under Online Tools 

Encyclopædia Britannica 

 Library ID: gwalibrary 
 

Brain Pop! 

  

(English) 

Brain Pop! French 

Username: gwapop 
Password: gwapop 
 
3- Do you want to read or listen to books online? 
Go to Tumblebooks 

TumbleBooks-Read Watch Learn! 

Username: gwama 
Password: books 
Or go to Just Books Read Aloud 

Just Books Read Aloud 

 
In addition to the above resources, we invite to you to browse through the other educational resources available to 
you in the Library's homepage, so go ahead and explore! 
 
Kind regards, 
Kevin Brenner  
Lower School Principal 
 

 

 

http://library.gwa.ac.ma/
http://ac.ma/
http://school.eb.co.uk/storeschoolcard?id=georgewashingtonaca
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.fr/
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/
http://www.justbooksreadaloud.com/
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 As the weather turns cooler please be reminded that all 1st-5th graders should have a GWA uniform 

item as their outer layer. Non-GWA jackets are not permitted. 

  No school on December 7 for Nursery, Discovery and PreK : Parent-Teacher Conferences.  

 

 

Announcements: 

                Attention 5th Grade families! 
 
Christmas is coming, and our 5th Grade classes have been 
invited to play their recorders in the Middle School con-
cert! Here's what you need to know:  
 
Concert date:    Friday, December 8, 2017 
Concert time:    6:30 pm  
Arrival time:      5:30 pm 
Arrival place:    Lower School Music Room 
Dress:              White tops, black bottoms (pants or skirt) 
 
Please remind your children to practice regularly at home, 
and to keep their recorders in their backpacks at all times 
in case of extra classes or rehearsals. 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
On November 30th, Mission Miracles, a charity-based club at George Washington Acad-
emy is holding a christmas movie night. The movie will run in room 005 ( LS Music 
room) and is only available for students who are in Kinder up to 2nd grade. 
Movie tickets cost 30 dirhams and include delicious snacks ( popcorn, drinks and  
christmas treats ). The start of the movie is at 3:30 and  will end at 4:50, therefore dis-
missal will occur at 17:00. After the termination of the movie, children will be taken to 
the cafeteria where they will be collected as usual protocol.  
Please complete the permission form and include the fee for the ticket along with the 
form inside an envelope and send to the teacher no later than Wednesday, Nov. 29.  
Please note that children who take the bus must find another mode of transportation on this day. 

Yours faithfully, 
Mission Miracles Association 

 
* Mission Miracles is a club that helps fund an orphanage - Ryad Al Amal. 
 

Christmas Permission form 
 
I give permission to my child ,____________________and I will be responsible for arranging his transpor-
tation at 5:00.  
 
Grade Level ( niveau) _______________________ 
 
Parent’s Signature( signature des parents) _______________________ 
 
Parent’s phone number( numéro de téléphone)_____________________  
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This week the Upper School would like to highlight two GWA staff that do a great job of educating the 
whole student.  Mr. Jason Sando and Ms. Hannah Hair team up to engage GWA students in a variety of 
ways.  Mr. Sando is an Upper School math teacher and Ms. Hair is GWA’s nurse.  Outside of their normal 
duties they are the advisors for GWA’s National Honor Society students.  Recently they along with Marie 
Sando and Mason Grine led a group of students on  a trek to Jbel Toubkal the tallest mountain in North 
Africa.  On Sunday 10 GWA students made it to the summit.  Way to go! 

 
 
 

Announcements: 
 
November 23-27 GWA Boys and Girls Soccer Tournament in Portugal 
December 2 SAT at GWA 
 
Semester Grading in the High School 
As of August 2017 the GWA High School has been using a semester grading system.  Classes that meet eve-
ry day will receive 0.5 credits for the 1st semester and 0.5 credits for the second semester.  Classes that 
meet every other day will receive 0.25 credits for each semester.  In order to receive credit for the semes-
ter students need a grade average of 60% or more including the two quarters and the semester exam.   
 
Here are a few examples: 
If Q1 = 80% and Q2 = 90% then the semester grade before the exam would be 85%.  
If Q1 = 50% and Q2 = 70% then the semester grade before the exam would be 60%.  
 
If a student has a semester grade of less than 60% they will need to retake the class.  
 
If you or your student have more questions about this please come see Ms. Casey, Ms. Badiaa, or Mr. 
Smith.   
 
We hope you have a great holiday weekend.  
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Interested in studying in Canada?  

Students and parents are encouraged to attend the  
Casablanca fair organized by EduCanada! 

 

Who: Canadian University Admissions Representatives  
When: December 3rd - 4th from 14:00-19:00 
Where: Sheraton Casablanca Hotel and Towers 
100 Ave. Des F.A.R. 
 
For more information go to www.educanadatour.ca/inscrition/nord 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements: 

https://maps.google.com/?q=100+Ave.+Des+F.A.R.&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.educanadatour.ca/inscrition/nord
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LIBRARY 
Accelerated Reader 

November 9 - February 2 
 

A critical component of a student’s success in school is dependent on what and how they learn at 

home. That’s why the library has made a variety of educational resources and websites available to its 

community through the library homepage.  I encourage you to use these tools in conjunction with your 

child’s teacher resources. 

Children’s reading and educational resources 

Into the Book – It is a reading comprehension resource for elementary students. It focus on eight re-
search- based strategies: Using Prior Knowledge, Making Connections, Visualizing, Inferring, Sum-
marizing, Evaluating and Synthesizing  

Every Child Ready to Read (ECRR) - The American Library Association's initiative to educate parents 

and caregivers on early literacy practices. 

Get Ready to Read - The Get Ready to Read Parent Page provides parents with essential tools pro-

moting reading readiness and success. It offers a free screening evaluation for home use in order 

to gauge a child’s strengths and weaknesses.  

Book Adventure – It is a fun, free way to motivate your child to read. Kids can search for books, read 
them offline, come back to quiz on what they’ve read. 

Just Books Read Aloud - is a site that has children books read aloud by normal but enthusiastic read-
ers. 

 

Young adult’s educational resources: 

Hippocampus – It is an academic website that delivers rich multimedia content -videos, animations, 
and simulations-on general education subjects to middle-school and high-school students. 
They can use the site in the evenings for study and exam prep. Hippocampus is widely used by 
teachers and students; it enables access to quality educational resources in areas of Math, Nat-
ural and Social Sciences, and Humanities. 

Encyclopedia Britannica - An online reference system with three different levels of resources. 

 

On another note, and like I promised  you last week, I am going to share with you another tip on Reading 
and how you can help your child improve their reading comprehension, and do better on Accelerated 
Reader if they are willing to take the quiz!  If you are not familiar with Accelerated Reader, it is an online 
reading comprehension quiz program that the library uses to motivate children to read more. 

 
Asmaa Rias El Idrissi  

School Librarian 

arias@gwa.ac.ma 

 
 

http://reading.ecb.org/
http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/
http://www.getreadytoread.org/
http://www.bookadventure.com/
http://www.justbooksreadaloud.com/
http://www.hippocampus.org/
http://school.eb.co.uk/storeschoolcard?id=georgewashingtonaca
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LIBRARY 
Accelerated Reader 

November 9 - February 2 

Here is tip #2 
Ask your child as many questions as you can think of! Listen to him/her read the book aloud. Before your 
child turns each page, stop and ask you child questions about what he or she just read.  

Here is an example of a page from a book and some questions to ask:  

This picture is from the book, BARK, George! By Jules Feifer. In the story, they take George to the vet be-
cause every time they ask him to bark, he makes a different animal’s sound! Here are some possible ques-
tions that you might see in a typical AR test: 

 

 

Who took George to the vet? 

Why did George have to go to the vet?  

What did the vet ask George to do? 

What did the dog when the vet asked him to bark?  

What did George’s mom probably feel when she found out that George couldn’t bark?  

 

Hope these suggestions are helpful to you! As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me with any ques-
tions you may have. 

 

Library Announcement 

New students who signed up for Accelerated Reader started to take quizzes on books they read this week. 
They are taking the tests in the Library after library class. Going forward, all students will be taking their 
tests in the computer lab every day from 7:50am - 4:00pm except on Wednesday when the lab is open 
from 7:50-12:00am  

 
Asmaa Rias El Idrissi  

School Librarian 

arias@gwa.ac.ma 
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LUNCH MENU GRADES NURSERY – KINDER 

LUNCH MENU GRADES 1-12 


