
 

1 

GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of Dec 16— Jan 8 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

Calendar’) 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nurse Page: 2 

Lower School Announcements Page: 3 & 4 

Upper School Announcements Page: 5 & 6 

Library Page: 7 & 8 

 

Christmas Break starts December 16th.  

Students return on Monday, January 8th.   

Dec 14 MS Winter Ball in the MPR @ 7:00pm 

Dec 16—Jan 5 Christmas Holidays  

Jan 8 School Resumes for ALL  

Jan 8— 12 Homecoming Week  

Jan 10 MS/HS Character Assemblies @ 

8:50am in the MPR 

Jan 11 Moroccan National Holiday- School 

Closed  

Jan 12 Lower School Character Assembly @ 

8:15am in the MPR 

 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Nurse: 
Our goal at GWA is that we receive ALL of our mandatory medical forms every year for grades 1, 4, 7 and 
10. This is to ensure everyone’s health and safety. We are so close to achieving our goal for this school 
year! A huge THANK YOU to parents who have already taken their son or daughter to the pediatrician for 
a thorough medical exam. 

 
Currently we have received ... 

100% of 1st grade 

100% of 4th grade 

100% of 7th grade 

41 of 42 total 10th grade medical forms - we only need 1 more medical form!!! 

 

 

 
Enjoy the long upcoming holiday break to recharge and rest up! 

 

 take advantage of the extra time to be together as a family 

 cook and enjoy something new and healthy in the kitchen 

 get outside to warm up in the sunlight! 

 try a new activity (ice skating, biking, dance class) with your kids 

 keep a regular routine (minimize late nights) so everyone can transition well back to school January 
8th! 

 
See you next year! 

 

For a healthy GWA, 

Miss Hannah Hair, RN, BSN 

http://www.eatingwell.com/recipes/17938/holidays-occasions/christmas/
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Christmas Break is upon us! This is a wonderful time for students and their families to spend some time 
doing what they enjoy. We do not assign written homework over break in an effort to give students an 
opportunity to "unplug" from the regular school routine and allow their learning to sink in and expand in 
different ways. That said, it is important that children continue to read (and be read to) over the break, 
and that practical skills stay sharp. Continuing to work on memorizing math facts, working on fine motor 
development, even talking about real-world math problems while driving or in the grocery store go a long 
way in keeping skills sharp.  

As a reminder, the GWA Library page has a plethora of resources you can access to keep your child en-
gaged in fun and meaningful learning activities at home. You can use the Library's home 
page library.gwa.ac.ma as a Learning Toolkit at home to check the students library account, Listen or read 
a French or an English book online, get extra practice on Mathematics, or even prepare for a coming pro-
ject.  

1- Do you want to check up your child's library record  (1st-5th grade)? 

Go to library.gwa.ac.ma 

tab to George Washington Academy 

login with your child's school username and password 

Then tab to my Info 

2- Do you want to help your student read through reliable and informational articles, or watch educa-
tional videos? 

Go to Britannica Encyclopedia or Brainpop under Online Tools 

Encyclopædia Britannica 

 Library ID: gwalibrary 

Brain Pop! (English) 

Brain Pop! French 

Username: gwapop Password: gwapop 

3- Do you want to read or listen to books online? 

Go to Tumblebooks—TumbleBooks-Read Watch Learn! 

Username: gwama Password: books 

Or go to Just Books Read Aloud—Just Books Read Aloud 

In addition to the above resources, we invite to you to browse through the other educational resources 
available to you in the Library's homepage, so go ahead and explore! 

Kind regards, 

Kevin Brenner  
Lower School Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://library.gwa.ac.ma/
http://library.gwa.ac.ma/
http://school.eb.co.uk/storeschoolcard?id=georgewashingtonaca
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.fr/
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/
http://www.justbooksreadaloud.com/
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 1st and 2nd grade progress reports will be sent home the week of 8 January 2018. 3rd through 5th 

grade parents can check PowerSchool the week of 8 January 2018 to check their child(ren)'s second 

quarter progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As the weather turns cooler please be reminded that all 1st-5th graders should have a GWA uniform 

item as their outer layer. Non-GWA jackets are not permitted. 

 

 No parent should go to the classrooms without checking in at reception or the Lower School Office to 

obtain a parent visitor pass. 

 As a reminder, rolling backpacks are not permitted in the Lower School at GWA. Please do not buy 

these for your students as they are dangerous in many ways.  

 

 Lower School students are not permitted to purchase breakfast and hot drinks from the cafeteria un-

less accompanied by an adult. Please make sure students have a healthy breakfast at home. 

 

 If students go to the library before school (with an adult or a pass from the adult in the MPR) they 

must be in their classroom BY 8:00am.  

 

 

 

Announcements: 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

US Teacher Profile: 

Ms. Mina Doukam is a Middle School Arabic teacher at GWA.  Ms. Doukam is cur-
rently researching to learn more about language acquisition and is collaborating 
with Ms. Byler to develop strategies that allow her to differentiate the 6th and 7th 
grade Arabic course content to meet the individual needs of students.  Some of 
these strategies include students working in small groups at stations designed to 
develop specific skills needed to read and write in Arabic.  Her students will also 
be partnering with Lower School classroom teachers to read Arabic children's sto-
ries to our young learners.   

The Upper School is very proud to have teachers like Ms. Doukam at GWA.  She is 
doing a great job developing multilingual students while being an example of a 
lifelong learner.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Upper School character trait for December 

is “Caring and Compassionate.”  Please help us 

develop these traits in your children by dis-

cussing them with your children and looking 

for ways that your family can demonstrate 

compassion to those that need it.   
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

7 

LIBRARY 

Dear parents, 

Every now and then, I hear a student tell me that they are reluctant to be quized on books through the 

AR program, because they are only allowed to quiz on certain books that they are not necessarily inter-

ested in. And when he does read them, they fail the test, even if they seemed to be trying hard to under-

stand, pay attention, and remember.  It is one thing to help your children at home with very short books; 

it’s another to help them when the books are much longer, especially when parents work, or there are 

multiple children in the house that all need homework help. 

Two weeks ago, I shared with you tip#1 to boost reading comprehension. And this week we are due for 

tip#2: 

Have your kids practice finding the main idea of simple conversational topics first, and then move on 

to books.   

I’d like to share with you something I practiced in the library recently. I taught my students to listen to 

someone just telling a very simple story aloud, such as what they did for Thanksgiving, what they did 

after school the day before, or what they were planning to do for their next school break.  Then I had the 

children all tell the main idea of that little “story,” as well as answer any “who, what, when, where, why” 

etc. 

I would also suggest that teaching your students to identify the 

setting, characters, and the different parts of the story, such as the 

beginning, middle, and end or conclusion.  That is also very good 

practice, since it makes them more aware of the story structure and 

what to expect when they are reading.  It also helps them become 

better writers as well! 

 

 

Lower school students are welcome at the Library after 3:10 every day, but must be accompanied and 

supervised by a parent or guardian at all times. Also, It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to 

ensure that the children do not leave the library alone or disturb others during their visit. 

Amazing Alumni Event 

GWA student council will be hosting about 25 alumni students for the Annual College Reality Check 

on Monday, January 8th from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. Alumni students will get to share with our students’ 

community the great things they have accomplishments since they earned their high school degree. For 

this reason, the library will close at 3:00pm. 

 

 

Library Announcements: 
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LIBRARY 

Warm wishes go out to all the wonderful GWA parents, kids and families that have attended Storytime 

or simply trusted us throughout the year to provide great materials for your learning and enjoyment. 

We take pride in making the GWA Library a great place to visit and thank you for taking the time to stop 

by, bring your kids, and include books and reading as a part of your family life. Your support makes our 

work all the more fulfilling, and we can't tell you how much we appreciate it 

We wish you and your loved ones a wonderful holiday season and a new year filled with the joy of read-

ing and learning. 

GWA Library Team 


