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GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of Aug. 29– Sept. 2 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Head of School Announcements Page: 2 

Lower School Announcements Page: 6 

Upper School Announcements Page: 8 

Library Page: 9 

Athletics Page: 10 

Lunch Menu: 11 

Sept. 2 New Families Meeting (Lower School 

Only) 6:00 pm  

Sept. 8 Elementary Back to School Night - for 

Kinder-Grade 5 Meetings 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  

Sept. 12-14 School Closed for Aid Al Adha   

Sept. 22 Preschool Back to School Night - for 

Nursery through Pre-K meetings 6:00 pm - 7:00 
pm  

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Dear GWA families, 

 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to George Washington Academy for the 2016-
2017 academic year.  We open this new school year with more than 39 nationali-
ties represented within our student body. This year we begin the implementation of 
a Seven Year Action Plan born out of the recent MSA Accreditation process. We 
are excited and optimistic as we unite our teachers, administrative teams and gov-
erning board to focus together on this strategic endeavor. 
 
For those who are returning we are very thankful for your loyalty to our school 
community. It is so nice to see you and your beautiful children ready for another 
year in their educational career.  To all the new families we offer you our warmest welcome –Marhaba! 
 
You have made an excellent decision by enrolling your student in GWA. We are fully accredited by MSA and one of the 
five American schools in Morocco included in the US-Morocco Bi-Lateral Agreement.  As the largest International Ameri-
can school in this region we are the flagship school, leading the way with a full menu of excellent and progressive edu-
cational programs. Thank you for making GWA your school of choice. 
 
It is my personal goal to make sure the GWA learning community is serving your family professionally and in alignment 
with the GWA Vision. 
 

Vision Statement 

GWA inspires students to become multilingual, 

lifelong learners who pursue excellence, 

model integrity, and honor cultural diversity. 

We educate the whole person by equipping minds and 

building character: empowering students to 

serve Morocco and the global community 

with wisdom and compassion. 

 
It is my sincere hope that GWA will continue to build a community that exemplifies and embodies this Vision. I believe 
that there is no greater agent of change than the power of people united by the same vision and engaged in a healthy 
learning community. 
 
I hope you will be an encourager of our learning community by joining us in fulfilling this Vision.  We need you to be 
cheering on your students as they engage in this journey with GWA. The leadership and teaching faculty of GWA is here 
to support the success of each student. 

 
Thank you for joining us for another year. 

 
Equipping minds and building character. 

 
For GWA, 

 
David Welling 
Head of School 
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The legacy of a former GWA President – Interview with Deborah MacArthur 
 
 
 
As the former President of GWA, what accomplishment are you the 
most proud of ? 
 
I am most proud of three accomplishments during my tenure as Presi-
dent. 
First, GWA’s Classroom Experience. Whether the student is 3 years old or 
18 years old, what happens in the classroom is all that matters. It is there 
that they will be nurtured and equipped - or not. In the last six years, we 
have seen an exponential improvement in Classroom Experience. 
Second, I am proud of GWA's Leaders. I am a leadership consultant so I 
know that continuity and teamwork are critical to leading any organiza-
tion. In the last six years, we have strengthened and stabilized the Board 
Leadership and Head of School position so — let’s be candid — GWA is 
definitely THE BEST American school in North Africa. 
Third, I am proud that we proved the GWA Model could work. GWA’s 
model is a multilingual program designed for local families to equip their children to return to Morocco, while 
being inclusive of international families regardless of nationality or faith. It is a first of its kind. And it works. 

As you're leaving the President's role, will you maintain a relationship with the school ? 
 
Of course! I am a Proud GWA Parent! In the American model, like GWA, School Board members are volun-
teers who roll on and off as needed. They give of their time when they can, and then go back to their lives as 
entrepreneurs, executives, diplomats. I am just one of those volunteers. I volunteered when it was needed. 
Now, I look forward to my daughter going to a school led by a Board of talented entrepreneurs, executives 
and diplomats.  
 
How do you imagine GWA in ten years from now ? 
 
In 2026, I believe that GWA will be The Model for American schools who are making a difference in Africa! I 
believe GWA will have shown others how to teach 3 languages, build character, develop entrepreneurs who 
invent technologies and employees who lead with integrity. I believe GWA will be the subject of a Harvard 
Business Review case study on how to impact a continent through education. I believe GWA will be just like 
DisneyLand’s Disney Institute who teaches how the ultimate in the customer experience.  I believe GWA will 
have multiple campuses and a GWA Institute to model the ultimate in how to teach 21st century Moroccan 
and International students so their generation can make the world a better place.  
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Meet the new GWA President – Interview with Frédéric Louat 
 

 
Frédéric, Congratulations for your election as the new President of GWA. Can you 
tell us more about you? What’s your connection to the School?  
 
I am 50 years old and the proud father of three children. Professionally I am the CEO 
of Coface Maroc, a credit insurance company. I am a French citizen with an extensive 
multicultural background - over the past 25 years I have lived and worked in four 
different continents, including 10 years in the USA, several years in Asia, in Africa and 
in Europe. I have lived in Morocco for more than 5 years, now. 
 
I had my first contact with GWA as a parent when my three children enrolled at the school in 2012. Subse-
quently Deborah McArthur asked me to join GWA’s Board after I got involved in several GWA activities. At 
that time I was the CEO of Zurich Insurance Morocco, and I believe that the Board appreciated me bringing 
the multinational corporate perspective, as well as my experience with various corporate Boards.  
 
In 2014, my children moved to the US whereas I stayed in Morocco. I proposed to the Board to remain as a 
Board member. It was a way for me to give back to the School, after the great education that GWA had 
offered to my children. I have always been very impressed with the way GWA articulates and lives on a day-to
-day basis its mission statement based on education performance, strong values and character-building. I 
wanted to contribute to help the School continue to achieve its mission statement. This summer, I accepted to 
take over the role of President of the Board, realizing that I would “have big shoes to fill” when replacing Deb-
orah MacArthur. I know that I can count on other Board Members to support me during the transition. 
 
What’s your view about the role of GWA Board? 
 
GWA is fortunate to have a great academic team, and a great administration team that runs the school on a 
day-to-day basis. It is not the Board’s role to get involved in the day-to-day management of the school. In my 
views, the Board’s role are primarily (i) to set strategic directions for the school, (ii) to control the way the 
strategic directions are implemented, especially on topics that relate to education performance, to the repu-
tation of the school, to financial stability and to legal aspects, (iii) to set the blueprint so that GWA can attract 
and retain the best academic team, and (iv) to hire/re-hire a Head of School who evidences the right leader-
ship skills to offer to GWA’s students the best education and character-building experience. 
 
Should we expect any change in GWA’s strategy, following your election as the Board’s President? 
 
For three years I have been part of the Board that has established the GWA’s strategy in a consensual man-
ner. I fully support GWA’s strategy, as it has been laid out over the past several years. Thus, education excel-
lence, the completion of our campus’ infrastructure in a sound financial way and helping GWA play a Role 
Model for education in Morocco will remain the Board’s strategic priorities. I am looking forward to sup-
porting the School in the implementation of that strategy.  
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nurse: 
 
Dear GWA Parents, 
 
Welcome back! We are responsible to ensure the overall health and safety of the students and staff here at 
GWA campus and this can only be done with accurate, current information regarding your son or daughter’s 
health! Please access and print the appropriate medical form from the school website under School Services; 
SWAT; Nurse office; Medical forms. 
 
We have been collecting completed medical forms for all 1, 4, 7 and 10th graders and new students to GWA 
during registration days. The deadline we communicated since June was September 1, 2016. Failure to sub-
mit a completed medical form will result in your son or daughter not being able to participate in recess, ASA 
activities, or GWA athletics until the form is turned in to the nurse office. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this. 
We look forward to taking care of your son or daughter this school year! 
 

 

For a healthy GWA, 

Miss Hannah Hair, RN, BSN 

Finance Department: 
 
The deadline to pay 1st quarter school fees has passed. If you have not settled your bill, please contact the finance 
department today. 
 
The GWA finance department sends out paper and email copies of your bill every quarter. Our cashier will be ac-
cepting quarterly payments during the dates listed below. Don't forget that your bill must be paid in full before clas-
ses begin each quarter: 
 

Quarter 2: October 17-28, 2016 
 
Quarter 3: January 9-20 ,2017 
 
Quarter 4: March 20-31, 2017 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From the Lower School Principal’s  
My name is Kevin Brenner, the Low-
er School Principal. My family and I 
have been looking forward to this 
opportunity for the past eight 
months, and we are thrilled to finally 
be in Morocco. I am inspired by the 
faculty, staff, students, and parents 
at GWA. The vision of the school and 
the qualities and attributes of Moroccan culture brought my family and me to Casablanca in July. We have fallen in love 
with the school and the country, and are honored to be part of the leadership team at GWA for the next several years. 
Our administrative team in the Lower School stands ready to partner with you in several ways. Serving with me on this 
team are: Lu Edwards (Vice Principal), Amal Hafidi Slaoui (Preschool Lead Teacher), Jessica Cumbers (Counselor), Zakia 
El Harouchi (Coordinator), and Kaoutar Benkaddi (Coordinator). Together with students and parents we will inspire, 
equip, build, and empower! I look forward to meeting each of you and working together in the Lower School this year. 
 
Kevin Brenner  
Lower School Principal  

 

As a celebration of 'Aid ELkbir',  Lower school Students (Nursery -
5th) and Teachers are having a Moroccan Dress Day on Friday, 
Sept 9. For 1st-5th students who choose not to participate in this, 
have to be in school uniform. 
 
 

GWA Lower School New Families Meeting 

Friday 2 September 2016 

6pm 

MPR 

Learn about GWA program distinctives including literacy, Accelerated Reader, specials, policies, and rules 
 

GWA Elementary Back to School Night 

Thursday 8 September 2016 

6pm 

MPR, then classrooms 

Hear from the administrative team regarding vision and direction for Elementary School this year and tips for parents. 
You’ll also spend time in your children’s classroom to hear from the teachers regarding curriculum, procedures, and 
expectations. 
 

GWA Preschool Back to School Night 

Thursday 22 September 2016 

6pm 

MPR, then classrooms 

Hear from the administrative team regarding vision and direction for Preschool this year and tips for parents. You’ll 
also spend time in your child(ren)’s classroom to hear from the teachers regarding curriculum, procedures, and expec-
tations. 
 

Lower School Office 

Principal: Kevin Brenner  

Assistant Principal: Lu Edwards 

ES Coordinator: Zakia El Harouchi 

ES Assistant Coordinator: Kaoutar Benkaddi 

Preschool Lead Teacher: Amal Hafidi Slaoui 

Announcements: 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

After Care 

2016-2017 

 

After-care for K3-K5 and 1st graders, ROOM 109 (3:30 to 5:15pm) 
After-care for 2nd thru 5th graders, ROOM 
309 (3:30 to 5:15pm) 
 
 
After-care FEES: 
1-15 minutes at 50 DH per child 

16-30 minutes at 100DH per child 

31-60 minutes at 200DH per child 

61-90 minutes at 400DH per child 
 
 

K3-K4 dismissal is 3:00pm 

K5 and Elementary dismissal is 3:15pm 

After-school Activities dismissal is 4:30pm 

After-school Clubs dismissal is 5:00pm 
 
 

K3-K4 students NOT participating in After-school Activities will be brought to After-care at 3:30pm. Fees will 
be charged starting at 3:45pm. 
 

K5 and Elementary (1-5) students NOT participating in After-school Activities will be brought to After-care at 
3:30pm. Fees will be charged starting at 3:45pm. 
 

All students participating in After School Activities will be brought to After-care at 4:35pm. Fees will be 
charged starting at 4:45pm. 
 

All students participating in After-school Clubs will be brought to After-care at 5:05pm. Fees will be charged 
starting at 5:15pm. 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upper School Office 

Principal: Audrey Menard  

HS Assistant Principal: Dusty Smith  

MS Assistant Principal: Luke Kollasch 

HS Coordinator: Badiaa Benchekroun 

MS Coordinator: Rim Aboudane 

Dear GWA Upper School Families: 
 

Welcome back to school!  The new team is ready and excited  
to get the year started.  We look forward to ensuring a positive  
and educational experience for your child(ren).   
We have worked closely to align our curriculum and instruction  
to our vision statement.  To this end, we will inspire our  
students,  equip their minds, build their character, and  
empower them to serve Morocco and the world community.   
 

Here are a few announcements for the coming weeks: 
 

We will be having  an MUN informational meeting Thursday September 15th from 3:30 to 4 in Mr. Sachon’s room 
(basement level) 
 
Alice in Wonderland Auditions will be in Drama/Band Area  002/003 
 
 Tuesday, September 6, High School 
 
 Wednesday, September 7, Middle School 
 
 Thursday, September 8, Make ups for HS & MS 
 
September 1st is the deadline for registration for the Oct 1 SAT 
 
September 21st is the deadline for EARLY registration for the Nov 5th SAT 
 
 

The new upper school administrative team and counselors include:   
 

Upper School Principal - Dr. Audrey Menard 

High School Vice Principal - Mr. Dusty Smith 

High School Coordinator - Mrs. Badiaa Benchekroun 

Middle School Vice Principal - Mr. Luke Kollasch 

Middle School Coordinator - Mrs. Rim Aboudane 

Guidance Counselor - Ms. Kate Casey 

School Counselor - Mr. Robert Varnay 

Athletic Director - Mr. Red Johnston 
 

We have the privilege of serving you.  Please let us know if you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns.  We look 
forward to working with each of you to have an outstanding 2016-17 school year! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Dr. Menard and the Upper School Team 

Announcements: 
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LIBRARY 
Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome back to George Washington Academy! I hope you had a nice summer vacation and are as excited as 
I am about this new school year. My name is Asmaa Rias El Idrissi and I am the school librarian. 
 

In gearing up for a successful year with your child, the library will have library book check-out, Accelerated 
reading testing for grades 2nd – 8th, and Rally de lecture testing for grades 2nd – 5th beginning Monday, Septem-
ber 5th.  Also, we are delighted to inform you that we’re extending Rally de lecture to cover grades 6 th - 10th, so 
stay tuned for the starting date! 

 

This means books are coming home shortly! So this is a great time for you and your child to spend some spe-
cial time together sharing a favorite book. Reading is one of the most important skills your child will learn in 
school. Like all skills, improvement comes with practice and the GWA library provides a wide variety of books 
for students to borrow for reading practice, information, and enjoyment. 
 

Like every year, we have acquired new books for all ages and we are excited to share our new collection with 
your children. The first part of our new books acquisitions will be on the new bookshelves section starting the 
1st week of September. Depending on availability, students are encouraged to pick books that are age and 
content appropriate. We hope to see many of you visit our library and use our services. 
 

Please let me know if you have any question. My email is arias@gwa.ac.ma, or you can contact the library at 
library@gwa.ac.ma or by phone at 0522953014. 
 

I look forward to working with you and your child this school year! 

 

Asmaa Rias El Idrissi 
Library Manager 
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ATHLETICS 

Upper school athletics will begin next week.  
 

 
 
Tryouts for boys middle school soccer and boys 
varsity & JV volleyball teams will take place on 
Tuesday, September 6th and again on Thursday, 
September 8th from 3:40pm to 5:30pm. 

 
 
Tryouts for girls middle school soccer and girls   
varsity & JV volleyball will take place on       
Wednesday, September 7th and Friday, September 
9th. 
 

 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 
Red Johnston  
Athletic Director  
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LUNCH MENU GRADES NURSERY – KINDER 

LUNCH MENU GRADES 1-12 

Allergies: food may contain (gluten, crustaceans, eggs, fish, nuts, soybeans, milk, celery, mustard, strawberries, wheat)  


