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GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of Oct. 3—7 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

Calendar’) 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Lower School Announcements Page: 4 

Upper School Announcements Page: 6 

Library Page: 9 

Lunch Menu: 10 

Oct. 3 No School *1 Er Moharram (Muslim New 

Year) Lunar-Moveable 

Oct. 7 Lower School Character Assembly 8:15 am 

- 9:00 am @ MPR & Stage 

Oct. 12 All School Noon Dismissal -Professional 

Development 

Oct. 14 MASAC-Middle School Soccer Tourna-

ment (TBC) @ GWA Field   

No school on Monday!  

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We are proud to have Mr Khalid Sadir, GWA Physical education teacher and Coach at the Moroccan Royal 
Federation of Gymnastics, representing Morocco with his team in the upcoming competition in Tunisia. 
Best of luck to all!   
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lower School Office 

Principal: Kevin Brenner  

Assistant Principal: Lu Edwards 

ES Coordinator: Zakia El Harouchi 

ES Coordinator: Kaoutar Benkaddi 

Preschool Lead Teacher: Amal Hafidi Slaoui 

Announcements: 

Dear Lower School parents/

guardians, 

As we wrap up the month of 

September, I would like to 

share some observations and a 

request. First, I have been in-

spired by our phenomenal fac-

ulty on a daily basis. The faculty and staff and GWA are second to none, and we are privileged to have such 

talented and dedicated educators working with our children each day. Second, the exuberance evident in 

the students' and parents' demeanor is palpable on campus each day. I admire the passion and enthusiasm 

of GWA families and count it a privilege to spend each school day together. 

Finally, I'd like to highlight the importance of attendance and on-time arrival each school day. It is essential 

that students are at school on time every day unless there is an unavoidable reason such as illness. Please 

note that three (3) tardies equals one absence, and twenty (20) unexcused absences in one school year is 

the limit. Planned absences require completion of a Pre-Approved Absence Request form found in the Low-

er School office. 

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for 

bringing questions and concerns to classroom teachers first as we promote positive and effective communi-

cation and partnerships at GWA! 

Kind regards, 

Kevin Brenner  
Lower School Principal  
  

If a child is enrolled in an ASA activity she/he must be with the ASA coach from the time the classroom teach-

er hands the student off until the activity begins at 3:30pm. Parents are not permitted to take a student to 

get a snack, take an AR test, or anywhere else on campus. Teachers are responsible for ensuring students get 

to their ASA coach, and that is where they need to remain until the activity has ended. Thank you for your 

cooperation in ensuring the safety of each student after school. 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: 

Roller shoes are NOT permitted at GWA. Please do not allow your 

child to wear this type of shoe to school. 

Students are not permitted to purchase food or drink before 

school (on their own or with a parent). Parents should ensure 

children eat breakfast before they arrive each day.   

AR is back in full swing! 3rd-5th graders can check out books and 

take tests between 7:30-7:45am, at appointed times throughout 

the school day, and from 3:15-3:45pm (must be accompanied by 

an adult to check out books between 3:15 and 3:45pm). Students 

who ride the bus may consult with teachers for alternate times. 

Please refer to the information handed out at Back to School Night 

from our French teachers regarding Rally de Lecture (French pro-

gram similar to AR) for 2nd through 5th graders. 

At GWA we are constantly promoting good character in our students’ lives. Each month we have an as-

sembly to learn more about a specific character trait. On Friday, October 7 the lower school (K-5th grade) 

will have their first character assembly. The trait for the month of October is responsibility. Each month 

we raise money to help support a local organization (orphanages, schools, or any group that we can help) 

to teach students more about giving and charity. On the day of the assembly, the students may wear cas-

ual dress if they bring at least 10 dirhams to donate to our charity of the month. This means that they 

can wear clothes other than their school uniform, as long as the clothes are appropriate for school. Ap-

propriate for school means not too tight or revealing, if words are on shirts they must be respectful, and 

shorts/skirts must be longer than the student’s fingertips when their arms are at their sides. Thank you 

for your generosity and help to make the GWA students the best!   
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upper School Office 

Principal: Audrey Menard  

HS Assistant Principal: Dusty Smith  

MS Assistant Principal: Luke Kollasch 

HS Coordinator: Badiaa Benchekroun 

MS Coordinator: Rim Aboudane 

Our feature teacher this week is Emily Griggs.  She teaches middle school English and history.  One way 
American education stands out as a model system is through the development of critical thinking 
skills.  Our students learn how to analyze information, create new solutions, and apply these to real 
world problems.  Ms. Griggs’ classes are learning about how geography affects civilizations.  She does an 
outstanding job using questioning techniques that develop critical thinking.  For example, she asked 
questions like: 

What was the connection between…. 

Why didn’t they all have… 

How did they handle…. 

How does this look today... 

With such questions, she can elicit from the students thoughtful responses.  In more traditional schools, 
teachers ask questions that require one word answers or that are true and false.  Teachers are looking 
for a specific fact like a date, a name, or a place.  However, Ms. Griggs really engages the students be-
cause they are contributing to an interesting discussion and the students thinking develops further by 
hearing the ideas of their classmates.  Ms. Griggs also has a wonderful rapport with her students which 
contributes to an collaborative ethos of learning.  Kudos Ms. Griggs! 

Until the next edition, I wish you all the best. 

 
Dr. Audrey Menard 
Upper School Principal  
 
 

Dear Parents: 

Our school year is in full 
swing.  We have clubs meeting 
and planning community ser-
vice opportunities, athletics 
preparing for their first games,  

musical cast members  practicing enthusiastically, and 
Better Together parents setting up for the Moroccan 
festival.  It seems like everyone is deeply working in 
some kind of activity. 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To All Parents of Upper School Students in Grades 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10: 
Next week all Upper School students in Grades 6-10 again will begin taking MAP assessment tests.  GWA 

has used the MAP program (an acronym in English for “Measure of Academic Progress”) for several years to 

assess the math, reading, and language skills of students.  Upper School testing -- done each fall and spring -

- provides important data our teachers can use to tailor teaching to the specific needs of our students.  Mid-

dle School students (Grades 6-8) will test Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday next week.  High School stu-

dents in Grades 9 and 10 will begin testing on Friday, and will continue through the following Tuesday on 

October 11.  Students should not be absent from school on days when their grades are testing, and should 

get plenty of rest each night in order to perform at the best of their abilities.  If you have questions about 

MAP testing, please feel free to contact Director of Curriculum & Program Development Brian Menard at 

bmenard@gwa.ac.ma or x131.  

Announcements: 

New Tardy Policy will go into effect after the October fall break.  Students will no longer receive a punish-
ment of ISS for their 2nd tardy.  Instead, they will be required to come to an early morning study hall from 
6:30 to 7:30 am.  We do not want the students to miss valuable class time because of being tardy. 

mailto:bmenard@gwa.ac.ma
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ATHLETICS 

Practice  

Boys Varsity and JV Volleyball practice on Tuesday and Thursday 3:40-5:30 pm  

Boys MS Soccer practice on Tuesday and Thursday 3:40-5:30 pm 

Boys MS Developmental Soccer Team practice on Tuesday 3:40-5:30 pm and with 

FC Barcelona on Thursday from 3:30-4:30 pm 

Girls Varsity and JV Volleyball practice on Wednesday and Friday 3:40-5:30 pm 

Girls MS Soccer practice on Wednesday and Friday 3:40-5:30 pm 

OFFICIAL TRACK & FIELD PRACTICE will begin on Tuesday, October 4 from 3:40-5:30pm 

Tuesday and Thursday - Girls Track & Field practice and any boys not playing middle school soccer 

or high school volleyball 

Wednesday and Friday - Boys Girls Track & Field practice and any girls not playing middle school 

soccer or high school volleyball 
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LIBRARY 

The library is happy to announce the launch of "Rally Lecture" French Reading Program for Upper grades 

effective Tuesday.  

Students 6th-12th grade can checkout Rally Lecture books from the library, read them at home, and take 

the online test per their French reading level. Each student has a username and a password to access the 

website. Once they read the book independently, they can take the test in the High school computer lab 

either during school time, before, or after school. 

 French teachers will be communicating to students the goal to achieve by the end of each quarter. 

 

Happy Rallying! 

Asmaa Rias El Idrissi 

Library Manager 
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LUNCH MENU GRADES NURSERY – KINDER 

LUNCH MENU GRADES 1-12 

Allergies: food may contain (gluten, crustaceans, eggs, fish, nuts, soybeans, milk, celery, mustard, strawberries, wheat)  


