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GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of Nov. 7 — 11 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

Calendar’) 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lower School Announcements Page: 3 

Upper School Announcements Page: 5 

Athletics Page: 8 

ASA@GWA Page: 9 

Lunch Menu: 10 

Nov. 10 11th Grade Field Trip-College Fair 1:00 

pm - 2:00 pm @ CAS (Casablanca)  

Nov. 18 Moroccan Independence Day-National 

Holiday (School Closed)   

Nov. 9 All School Noon Dismissal -Professional 

Development  

Nov. 16 Parent Teacher Conferences -No Clas-

ses   

Release times for Wednesday, Nov.  9: 

Nursery - K   11:45am 

1-5   11:50am 

6-12   Noon 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nurse: 

Flu season is upon us! 

Take these steps to keep you and your family healthy as we head into flu season ... 

1. Get vaccinated. This is the #1 thing you can do to prevent getting the seasonal flu. Check out the CDC’s 

recommendations. 

2. Prevent the spread of the flu by these simple measures: 

 Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 

 While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from infecting them. 

 If you are sick with flu symptoms, CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours after your 

fever is gone except to get medical care or for other necessities. (Your fever should be gone for 24 hours 

without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.) 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after 

you use it. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based 

hand rub. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way. 

 Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with germs like the flu. 

Warm regards, 

GWA Nurse Office team; Hannah Hair RN & Estelle Najem IDE 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/freeresources/general/no-excuses-flu-vaccine.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lower School Office 

Principal: Kevin Brenner  

Assistant Principal: Lu Edwards 

ES Coordinator: Zakia El Harouchi 

ES Coordinator: Kaoutar Benkaddi 

Preschool Lead Teacher: Amal Hafidi Slaoui 

Announcements: 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Happy November! The first 
quarter ends today, and with 
this comes an opportunity for a 
fresh start beginning Monday. I 
love the rhythm of the academ-
ic calendar where students, fac-
ulty, and staff have multiple 

opportunities for a fresh start in reporting on academic and character building progress. I have been talking 
with our first through fifth graders during morning assembly about the importance of recognizing their role 
in the process, and taking responsibility for their conduct and academic progress. Grades and character de-
velopment marks are simply an indication of where the child is in their growth and development. The class-
room management system built around the color system gives a daily indicator of the students' day: green, 
yellow, or red. Teachers do not give grades, nor do teachers choose colors for students. Rather, grades and 
colors are the result of the work, effort, and choices students put forth each day. 

Parent/teacher conferences will take place on Wednesday, November 16. At this time, you will receive your 
first through fifth grade child(ren)'s first quarter report card. More importantly, you will have the oppor-
tunity to discuss goals, progress, and areas of strength and weakness for your child(ren). Please make every 
effort to attend your scheduled conferences (invitations will be sent next week). As always, our Lower 
School administrative team is here to help facilitate and foster relationships between teachers and stu-
dents, and parents and teachers. Our partnership models collaboration for our children so that they can 
build similar skills with each other. 

 

Kind regards, 

Kevin Brenner  

Lower School Principal  
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: 

It is essential that students are at school on time every day unless there is an unavoidable reason such as 

illness. Please note that three (3) tardies equals one absence, and twenty (20) unexcused absences in one 

school year is the limit. Planned absences require completion of a Pre-Approved Absence Request form 

found in the Lower School office. Students are tardy after the appointed start time for their grade level.   

Parents and drivers will be directed by the teacher to visit the office to obtain a tardy pass when arriving 

late. We ask that parents communicate this with drivers. Thank you for your cooperation. 

As we prepare to begin the second quarter next week, please be reminded that both Accelerated Reader 

and Rallye de Lecture progress are factored into students' reading grades. Students should read and take 

tests steadily throughout the quarter as opposed to waiting until the last week or two to make up lost time. 

This will minimize stress on students, parents, teachers, and the GWA staff who are supporting and facili-

tating these programs.  

Parents and drivers may pickup students from pre-k and kindergarten 

classes and older students (grades 1-5) in the MPR. When students are 

taken to After Care (3:30) parents may come and pick them up. Howev-

er, drivers must have a green After Care pass (AC).  

If students need to go to the library after school, they must be accom-

panied by a parent or they must go to the office to get a pass.  

Please help keep the parking lot available for everyone by leaving soon 

after picking up your children. 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: 

Tell me a Story: A Musical Fantasy 

Mark your calendars! Our First and Second Grade classes will be having their winter concert on Thursday, 

December 1 at 6:30pm.  Please join us as the children present an enchanting evening of story and song. 

Each class will be dressing as a different character from a familiar fairy tale.  Please watch for instructions 

from your child's classroom teacher for information on dress for this special day. 

Please note as well that this concert is a graded component of your child's music program, and all First and 

Second Grade students are required to attend.  Thank-you for your support as we prepare for a fantastic 

performance! 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upper School Office 

Principal: Audrey Menard  

HS Assistant Principal: Dusty Smith  

MS Assistant Principal: Luke Kollasch 

HS Coordinator: Badiaa Benchekroun 

MS Coordinator: Rim Aboudane 

During the course of the evening's performance I heard music performed by a talented band, watched vid-
eos created by students and staff, and a live drama performance.  Congratulations to Ms. Walls for pushing 
our students to new levels of excellence.  You can watch a short video of this performance by clicking on 
this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpErZ-Dlihw  I hope to see you at a future GWA student per-
formance.  I am sure you will be impressed by what you see.   
 
Have a great week. 
 
Dusty Smith 
High School Vice-Principal  
 
 

Dear Parents: 
This week’s feature teacher is 
Ms. Megan Walls.  Last week-
end I had the pleasure of 
watching a wonderful, multi-
media performance put on by 
Ms. Walls, the GWA Fine Arts  

department, and GWA students.  Officially she is a mu-
sic teacher but she has inspired GWA students to be 
more than just musicians.  

Friday, November 4th is the last day of the first quarter, that means that parent 

teacher conferences are just around the corner.  Please make plans to attend 

them on Wednesday, November 16th.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpErZ-Dlihw
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements:  

Uniforms are in!!  Come buy some clothes. 

Revised Tardy Policy is now in effect: 
 
Students are expected to arrive to each class on time. The classroom door will be closed after the bell has 
rung for class to start. Late students should go to the office for a pass which will be needed for admission to 
class.  Consequences for subsequent tardiness to class during a single quarter: 
 
 2nd Tardy: Student will meet with an administrator and receive a written warning which will need to be 

signed by a parent and returned the following day. 

 
 3rd Tardy: Student will be required to attend Wednesday Detention from 6:30 AM to 7:30 AM 

 
 4th Tardy: Student will be required to attend Saturday Detention 

from 8 AM to 12 PM 

 
 5th Tardy:  ISS for the entire day and parents will be                               

notified.  Any missed assignments or tests will need to be 
“made up” at the discretion of the teacher. 

PowerSchool is a great tool to track the progress of your students during the school year.  If you would 
like to set up an account, or if you forgot your password, stop by the Upper School Office to get help. 

Students need to leave school, or at least be in the parking lot, by 3:45 - unless in US office, Library, Com-

puter lab, or MPR terrace.  After 4:30, all students must leave school.  Exceptions include athletes at prac-

tice, ASA program, and tutoring/teacher supervised events.  

If your student will be absent please call the Upper School office or send an email to absent@gwa.ac.ma 

to notify us.    
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ATHLETICS 
 Boys Volleyball Invitational  

This past Saturday, the Junior Varsity and Varsity Boys Volleyball teams hosted 

various local Moroccan teams from the Hay Hassani area. The JV Boys team had 

no trouble playing against a much smaller team from Public IBNO Hicham. Their 

passes and hits were stellar.  

The Varsity Boys were a little slow to start, but came back in their first games 

against a fairly evenly matched Tarik IBNO Ziad squad. Their opponents challenged 

the Mustangs with each block and spike, but after a couple time-outs to regroup, 

the boys put together a number of exciting plays and came out on top.  

The Mustangs entered the next match as underdogs, to a strong looking AMDS 

Derb Sultan club. The coaches encouraged the boys to play smart, do what they 

know and go out there to commit to their best. Despite the skill and athleticism of AMDS, the Mustangs 

challenged their opponents with some nice back sets, sweet digs and hard hits to come within reason. The 

next few games proved a little more challenging. At one point in the final game, Abdellah Kherfi took a cou-

ple hard hits to the chest and some more awesome digs and blocks seemed to energize the Mustangs. They 

started gaining points, but it wasn't quite enough to surpass them past the jump serves and hard hits of 

AMDS. The coaches all agreed, it's not about the final result, you learn more from your losses than your 

wins. The Mustangs gave a valiant effort and we as coaches, are very proud of all of the boys for their atti-

tude and play. We thank the local teams and club for coming out in support of Mustang Athletics.  

This Saturday, November 5, is the all day MASAC JV Tournament in Rabat. The following Friday-Saturday, 

November 11-12, is the MASAC Varsity Tournament also in Rabat. On Friday the 11th, a fan filled Spirit bus 

will go support the boys' efforts. To sign up, refer to Coach Red's email about the Spirit/Fan bus. First paid, 

first served. Seats are limited, but hope to see you there. 

These are the results from all the recent matches: 

JV Boys vs. Public IBNO Hicham  

Won Match 25-12, 25-13 

 

Varsity Boys vs.Tarik IBNO Ziad 

Won Match L 18-25, W 25-23, 17-15 

 

Varsity Boys vs. AMDS Club Derb Sultan 

Lost Match L 17-25, 7-25, L 10-25 

 

Joel Unruh  

Boys Volleyball Coach  
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITES 
Dear Middle and Upper School Students, 
 

Do you love to sing? Are you a member of a choir, drama group, or secret shower singer? Well, "Voice 1: 

Roots of American Music" is the afterschool club for you. 

 

This one term course will involve: 

 

1. Learning to warm-up and care for your voice - you will receive MP3 tracks for basic vocal warm-ups and 

exercises 

 

2. Vocal techniques - learning how to breathe in order 

to support your tone and stay on pitch 

 

3. Basic vocal improvisation - you will sing songs from 

the American music songbook and add in elements of 

improvisation to make the performance your own. 

 

4. Stage presence - you will practice how to sing and 

move on stage and record yourself on one or more 

performances singing to a track on iMovie. 

 

5. Recording - you will use GarageBand and mic 

(provided for your use) and record a different song 

every week. You will give and receive feedback from 

the teacher and participating peers. 

 

6. Showcase - each participant will choose a song to 

prepare and perform for friends and family in an end 

of course showcase. 

 

This is a fun and exciting course for anyone who loves 

music and either wants to sing or write for singers. 

1st session will meet in classroom #308 Wednesday, November 23rd. from 3:30pm to 4:30pm. 

 

Come check it out!  

 

Marie Boller 

Lower School Teacher  
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LUNCH MENU GRADES NURSERY – KINDER 

LUNCH MENU GRADES 1-12 

Allergies: food may contain (gluten, crustaceans, eggs, fish, nuts, soybeans, milk, celery, mustard, strawberries, wheat)  


