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GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of May 8—12 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

Calendar’) 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MAP Testing Page: 2 

Nurse Page: 3 

Lower School Announcements Page: 5 

Upper School Announcements Page: 7 

Athletics: 9 

Menu Page: 10 

 

May 18 Pops Concert @ 8pm in MPR  

May 11  Lower School Spring Concert @ 6:30pm 

in MPR  

May 11 - 14  Toubkal Leadership Hike  

May 16 Senior Breakfast @ 8 - 10am in MPR 

May 13  MASAC Swimming Tournament @ RAS 

May 2 - 19 AP Exams  

 RAMADAN HOURS 

Start time on full days of school will 

be  9am throughout Ramadan with 

the same end times. For June 13-

16 (minimum days) hours will be 9am

-1pm. 

May 6  SAT 

PRE-ORDER the Yearbook 2017 NOW! 

300Dhs. On Sale until June 17th, while it lasts! 

First come, first serve! 

Purchase a Pre-Order ticket at the School Store or 

from Mr. Unruh or anyone of the Yearbook Crew  

students. 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Spring MAP Testing 

This Spring’s MAP testing in grades 1-10 will begin with Lower School testing on Monday, May 8.  Upper 

School testing will begin on Monday, May 15.  While student performance on MAP tests does not count 

toward grades, we rely on MAP testing to give us crucial data about our students, specifically, and about 

our classes, generally.  MAP testing tells us how well students have mastered specific skills and concepts in 

the Reading, Language, and Math tests that they take.  These reading/language/math skills and concepts 

apply more broadly to all their classes.  So teachers can adjust their teaching to fit both the general class 

readiness and individual student needs that will make learning most effective in their classrooms.  By 

testing in the Fall and Spring each year, we also can track the learning progress of both individual students 

and grade levels over time.  In order to maximize the value of MAP testing, you can help in several im-

portant ways.  First, explain to your child(ren) that doing their best during MAP testing is very important, 

even though they do not receive a grade for MAP performance.  It does not matter where they test in rela-

tion to other students, but it matters very much that they do their absolute best on the tests.  Second, 

make sure they know that MAP counts for more than a grade, giving teachers information about their pro-

gress that shapes how they teach the students in their classes.  Third, help them follow some key DOs and 

DON’Ts to prepare for MAP testing: 

DOs: 

 get a good night's sleep beginning TWO nights in advance of the start of testing 

 eat a healthy breakfast each day you test 

 make sure to answer each question with focus and the intent to do your best 

DON'Ts 

 Stay up late before testing 

 skip breakfast 

 rush and punch through tests just to finish quickly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Brian Menard, Director of Curriculum & Program Development 
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Nurse: 

World Immunization Week just passed - April 24-30, 2017 

Check out the WHO’s site dedicated to vaccine information and how they truly save lives!  

We are still missing the vaccination records of 40 GWA students. Please note - failure to provide a copy of 

immunizations to the nurse office before Registration Days for next school year (August 2017); will result 

in an inability to receive a student’s class schedule/room assignment. 

 

116 million 

During 2015, 116 million infants worldwide received 3 doses of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine, pro-

tecting them against infectious diseases that can cause serious illness and disability. 

Fact sheet on immunization 

85% of children 

In 2015, about 85% of the world's children received one dose of measles vaccine by their first birthday 

through routine health services – up from 73% in 2000. 

Fact sheet on measles 

3 countries 

Polio cases have decreased by over 99% since 1988. Today, only 3 countries (Afghanistan, Nigeria and Paki-

stan) remain polio-endemic, down from more than 125 in 1988. 

Fact sheet on poliomyelitis 

 
 

GWA Nurse Office team; Hannah Hair RN & Estelle Najem IDE 

 

http://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-week/2017/en/?utm_source=WHO+List&utm_campaign=a7a3dfab8d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_04_27&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_823e9e35c1-a7a3dfab8d-266760281
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs378/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs114/en/
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lower School Office 

Principal: Kevin Brenner  

Assistant Principal: Lu Edwards 

ES Coordinator: Zakia El Harouchi 

ES Coordinator: Kaoutar Benkaddi 

Preschool Lead Teacher: Amal Hafidi Slaoui 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

May's character traits are cour-
age and perseverance. These are 
well timed knowing that we are 
in the final stretch of the 2016-
2017 academic year. Our stu-
dents have been engaged in 
learning about specific character 
traits and building strong char-

acter in general throughout the year. This is one of the key distinctives that sets GWA apart from other 
schools in Casablanca, and a top reason why I am thrilled to have children at the school. 
 
Please partner with us in helping students better understand courage and perseverance at home. We 
define perseverance as "the ability to persist or continue striving to the end." This is an excellent way to 
encourage your child(ren) to finish the year strong, both in terms of academics and demonstrating 
strong character. Courage is "the strength to act even when afraid or uncertain." This is particularly ap-
plicable when choosing to make the right choice even if those around are choosing otherwise. 
 
Our students are building character as their 
minds are equipped each and every day! 
 
Kind regards, 
Kevin Brenner 
Lower School Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

Kindergarten: 

-Toothpaste & toothbrush 

1st Grade: 

-Chocolate powder 

2nd Grade: 

-Gluten free cereal 

 

3rd Grade: 

-Cooking oil 

4th Grade: 

-Canned fish (tuna, salmon, etc) 

5th Grade: 

-Jam 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements:  
 

After Care room numbers are 101 and 301 for May.  

 

Parent Nights 

May 17 → 1st-2nd grades 

May 18 → 3rd-5th grades 

 

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade students will be having 

their spring concert on Thursday, May 11 at 

6:30pm.  Students are asked to meet in their class-

rooms at 6pm.  We will be performing folk songs 

and dances from around the world, so students are 

invited to wear traditional clothes from their coun-

try of choice for this event.   

Upcoming Events  

 Parent Nights to showcase all three languages 

(May - see master calendar on website for 

specific date for each grade level)  

 Lower School Spring Concert (11 May) 

 MAP testing (May 8-12)  

 Preschool Teddy Bear Picnic on May 19  

 Super Kids Day (Field Day) - June 14  

 Kindergarten Graduation (14 June) 

 Fifth Grade Promotion (15 June) 

 Character Assemblies each month 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upper School Office 

Principal: Dr. Audrey Menard  

HS Vice-Principal: Dusty Smith  

MS Vice- Principal: Luke Kollasch 

HS Coordinator: Badiaa Benchekroun 

MS Coordinator: Rim Aboudane 

Over the last weekend, Ms. Griggs took a group of students to Marrakesh to support Operation 
Smile.  This organization helps children who have cleft palates get the surgery that they need.  On Satur-
day, they enjoyed volunteering at Hospital El Antaki in the medina where the week-long Operation Smile 
mission is being held. They registered new patients, filled out charts and played with the children who 
were awaiting their tests.  On Sunday, they joined the team at the hotel and continued filling out charts 
and paperwork, ahead of the surgeries that began that day. They also assisted in writing the hospital iden-
tification bracelets for the children.  Their eyes were opened this weekend to the amount of children in 
Morocco who suffer from cleft palate and need this life-changing surgery. They hope to visit the center in 
Casablanca soon, and look forward to seeing how GWA can continue partnering with this charity in the 
future!  Kudos to Ms. Griggs and the students! 
 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Dr. Audrey Menard 

Dear Parents:  
 

I hope you enjoyed the 
three day weekend.  We 
are now in the final weeks 
of school.  Graduation is in 
one month!   AP exams 
are underway.  Prom is 
around the corner.  It is an 
exciting time of year! 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Attention high school parents and students: AP Exams are the first two weeks of May. The exam sched-
ule and testing rooms will be posted around school and in AP teachers' classrooms. Each exam lasts for 
approximately 3.5 hours. Students must arrive on time for their scheduled exam with all necessary mate-
rials. There will be no make-up exams offered.  
 
It is crucial that students are well-rested and have breakfast before the exam. Please review the AP Stu-
dent and Parent Bulletin which contains additional information including what students can and cannot 
bring on exam day. The bulletin was distributed to students in February. Parents may also access the in-
formation online at https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-bulletin-students-
parents.pdf  
 
Monday, May 8th 
8:00AM - AP Biology  
 
Tuesday, May 9th 
8:00AM - AP Calculus 
12:00PM - AP French Language and Culture 
 
Wednesday, May 10th 
8:00AM - AP English LANGUAGE  
12:00PM - AP Macroeconomics 
 
Thursday, May 11th 
8:00AM - AP Comparative Government 
8:00AM - AP World History  
12:00PM - AP Statistics  
 
Friday, May 19th 
8:00AM - AP Psychology  

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-bulletin-students-parents.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-bulletin-students-parents.pdf
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ATHLETICS 

MASAC SOCCER TOURNAMENT: 

The boys and girls varsity soccer teams competed in the MASAC Soccer Tournament this past weekend 
at the American School of Marrakech.  

 

Our boys soccer team continued their dominance of MASAC winning their fourth consecutive MASAC 
title and sixth overall by defeating ASM 2-1 in the Championship game. Our boys scored a third goal off 
of a free kick that was nullified by a questionable offside call. The Mustangs went 4-0-1 on the weekend 
dominating the competition in round robin play. Congrats to Coach David Grudda, Coach Dusty Smith 
and the entire team for a great season. 

 

The girls started out on Friday winning both games and looked to be in control and headed to the cham-
pionship. Saturday morning the Lady Mustangs played their last two games of round robin play versus 
the American School of Tangier (AST) and the American School of Marrakech (ASM) and losing both 
games and placing in the 3rd/4th place game versus AST. The girls struggled on offense losing 2-0 and 
finishing fourth overall.  

 

Both teams showed a tremendous amount of school spirit while displaying great sportsmanship and 
making the GWA community proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SPORTS BANQUET: 

The annual GWA Athletic Department will take place on Wednesday May 24, 2017 in the MPR. All middle 
school and high school students who participated in one or more sports are invited to attend along with 
the parents of our SENIOR athletes. The time is 6:00pm to 8:30pm. The program will include a buffet din-
ner and award ceremony. We hope to see all of our student-athletes there.  

 
Red Johnson  
Athletic Director  
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LUNCH MENU GRADES NURSERY – KINDER 

LUNCH MENU GRADES 1-12 


