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GWA PARENTS WEEKLY 
Week of May 2—5 

Your Weekly Lower and Upper Schools Communication 

What parents need to know about this week @ GWA 

Save the date 

SCHOOL NOTICES & EVENTS 

Please visit our Master Calendar 

or Facebook to see more events 

and updates! (ctrl, click on ‘Master 

Calendar’) 

ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

School Climate Survey Page: 2 

Nurse Page: 3 

Lower School Announcements Page: 5 

Upper School Announcements Page: 8 

Library Page: 10 

Menu Page: 12 

 Apr. 28 - 29 MASAC-Varsity Soccer Tourna-

ment @ ASM (Marrakech)  

May 4  US Assemblies  @ 8:50 - 10am in MPR 

May 2 - 5 Scholastic Book Fair & Bake Sale  

May 1  International Labor Day-School Closed  

May 5  5th Grade Annual Mother/Father Day 

Event @ 3:30 - 5pm 

May 2 - 19 AP Exams  

 RAMADAN HOURS 

Start time on full days of school will 

be  9am throughout Ramadan with the 

same end times. For June 13-

16 (minimum days) hours will be 9am-

1pm. 

No school on May 1 for International Labor Day. 

May 5  Lower School Character Assembly @ 

8:15 - 9am in MPR 

May 6  SAT 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2012
https://www.facebook.com/gwa.ac.ma?ref=hl
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=georgewashingtonacademy&op=cal&month=9&year=2015#
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
School Climate Survey 

This week GWA launched its first annual School Climate Survey, one of many things called for by the MSA 

accreditation plan adopted last year.  Seeking input from students, employees, parents, and board mem-

bers, the School Climate Survey will help us assess the culture, education, and overall experience at George 

Washington Academy.  GWA has partnered with ISM (Independent School Management) to help create and 

implement the survey and to analyze the responses.  Each GWA family should have received this week an 

email from Jenna Pingatore at ISM with a link to the Parent survey (one email per family).  If you have not 

yet done so, please click the link and complete the survey.  If your family has not yet received the survey, 

please contact Jenna Pingatore at ISM at jenna@isminc.com.  The survey will be open for responses 

through May 5.  The more responses we receive, the more information we will have to help us make strate-

gic decisions about the school. 

Spring MAP Testing 

This Spring’s MAP testing in grades 1-10 will begin with Lower School testing on Monday, May 8.  Upper 

School testing will begin on Monday, May 15.  While student performance on MAP tests does not count 

toward grades, we rely on MAP testing to give us crucial data about our students, specifically, and about 

our classes, generally.  MAP testing tells us how well students have mastered specific skills and concepts in 

the Reading, Language, and Math tests that they take.  These reading/language/math skills and concepts 

apply more broadly to all their classes.  So teachers can adjust their teaching to fit both the general class 

readiness and individual student needs that will make learning most effective in their classrooms.  By 

testing in the Fall and Spring each year, we also can track the learning progress of both individual students 

and grade levels over time.  In order to maximize the value of MAP testing, you can help in several im-

portant ways.  First, explain to your child(ren) that doing their best during MAP testing is very important, 

even though they do not receive a grade for MAP performance.  It does not matter where they test in rela-

tion to other students, but it matters very much that they do their absolute best on the tests.  Second, 

make sure they know that MAP counts for more than a grade, giving teachers information about their pro-

gress that shapes how they teach the students in their classes.  Third, help them follow some key DOs and 

DON’Ts to prepare for MAP testing: 

DOs: 

 get a good night's sleep beginning TWO nights in advance of the start of testing 

 eat a healthy breakfast each day you test 

 make sure to answer each question with focus and the intent to do your best 

DON'Ts 

 Stay up late before testing 

 skip breakfast 

 rush and punch through tests just to finish quickly 
Brian Menard,  

Director of Curriculum & Program Development 

mailto:jenna@isminc.com
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ALL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Nurse: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for GWA parent physicians who would like to volunteer on a “medical review board” for 

GWA’s health policies and standards of care. If you are interested please contact Miss Hair; 

nurse@gwa.ac.ma or stop by the nurse office! The plan is to have an annual meeting in May or June to re-

view various health policies and discuss how we can best be serving our students through health aware-

ness/education, injury prevention and competent emergency care. 
 

GWA Nurse Office team; Hannah Hair RN & Estelle Najem IDE 

 

Happy Teacher Appreciation Week! 

Teacher Appreciation Week is this week. A big thank you to all of our awesome teachers here at GWA! 

 

mailto:nurse@gwa.ac.ma
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lower School Office 

Principal: Kevin Brenner  

Assistant Principal: Lu Edwards 

ES Coordinator: Zakia El Harouchi 

ES Coordinator: Kaoutar Benkaddi 

Preschool Lead Teacher: Amal Hafidi Slaoui 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Our first through fifth graders 
did an exceptional job with their 
student led conferences on 
Wednesday. Way to go! They 
were empowered to present 
their progress with pride. Our 
inspiring faculty and staff have 
invested much in our students 

as together, with parents, we build knowledge, character, and confidence. Thank you to all first through 
fifth grade parents two took the time to attend conferences with their child(ren). 
 
Additional opportunities to celebrate student achievement abound in May and June. Be sure to keep an 
eye on the master calendar, and to keep up with the "Upcoming Events" list (in the Lower School An-
nouncement section of the Weekly) through the end of the school year. Thank you for all you do to 
partner with us in equipping minds and building character each day. 
 
Kind regards, 
Kevin Brenner 
Lower School Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

Kindergarten: 

-Toothpaste & toothbrush 

1st Grade: 

-Chocolate powder 

2nd Grade: 

-Gluten free cereal 

 

3rd Grade: 

-Cooking oil 

4th Grade: 

-Canned fish (tuna, salmon, etc) 

5th Grade: 

-Jam 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements:  
 

After Care room numbers are 101 and 301 for May.  

 

We will host a Fifth Grade Student/Parent Celebration from 3:30-5:00pm on Friday, May 5. All fifth 

grade parents are invited. You won't want to miss this event!  

 

 

 

 

Parent Nights 

May 2, 3, and 4 → Discovery (one class each night; more information coming) 

May 4 → Preschool and Kindergarten 

May 17 → 1st-2nd grades 

May 18 → 3rd-5th grades 

 

Upcoming Events  

 Parent Nights to showcase all three languages 

(May - see master calendar on website for specific 

date for each grade level)  

 Lower School Spring Concert (11 May) 

 MAP testing (May 8-12)  

 Super Kids Day (Field Day) - June 14  

 Kindergarten Graduation (14 June) 

 Fifth Grade Promotion (15 June) 

 Character Assemblies each month 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements:  

Dear parents, 

Parents’ Night will be held on Thursday, May 4 at 6:00PM. We would like all children to be present. 

Please have your child in their classroom at 5:45. 

If you are unable to come, please have one adult family member accompany your child for this im-

portant event. We hope that we can all share in the children’s hard work and accomplishments this 

year! 

Thank you! 

Preschool and Kindergarten teams. 

N.B Space is limited so please remember this is a night for parents only. 
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LOWER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upper School Office 

Principal: Dr. Audrey Menard  

HS Vice-Principal: Dusty Smith  

MS Vice- Principal: Luke Kollasch 

HS Coordinator: Badiaa Benchekroun 

MS Coordinator: Rim Aboudane 

This week, Ms. Rachad and I took the robotics team to Rabat for the MAIS (Mediterranean Association of 
International Schools) first annual robotics competition.  Our 3 GWA teams swept the whole contest!  We 
won first place, second place and third place for earning overall the most points on the 
board.  Additionally, we won eight medals for first place in individual events.  We are very proud of our 
hard working students who showed great poise under stress and terrific problem solving skills.  Kudos to 
the robotics teams!  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Dr. Audrey Menard 

Dear Parents:  
 

Thank you for turning out 
for the parent teacher 
conferences this 
week.  We had a great 
turnout.  It was wonderful 
to see so many of you and 
to make plans for finishing 
this year in strong fashion. 
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UPPER SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Attention high school parents and students: AP Exams are the first two weeks of May. The exam sched-
ule and testing rooms will be posted around school and in AP teachers' classrooms. Each exam lasts for 
approximately 3.5 hours. Students must arrive on time for their scheduled exam with all necessary mate-
rials. There will be no make-up exams offered.  
 
It is crucial that students are well-rested and have breakfast before the exam. Please review the AP Stu-
dent and Parent Bulletin which contains additional information including what students can and cannot 
bring on exam day. The bulletin was distributed to students in February. Parents may also access the in-
formation online at https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-bulletin-students-
parents.pdf  
 
Tuesday, May 2nd 
8:00AM - AP Computer Science  
12:00PM - AP Physics 
 
Wednesday, May 3rd 
8:00AM - AP English LITERATURE 
 
Monday, May 8th 
8:00AM - AP Biology  
 
Tuesday, May 9th 
8:00AM - AP Calculus 
12:00PM - AP French Language and Culture 
 
Wednesday, May 10th 
8:00AM - AP English LANGUAGE  
12:00PM - AP Macroeconomics 
 
Thursday, May 11th 
8:00AM - AP Comparative Government 
8:00AM - AP World History  
12:00PM - AP Statistics  
 
Friday, May 19th 
8:00AM - AP Psychology  

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-bulletin-students-parents.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-bulletin-students-parents.pdf
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LIBRARY 

Dear parents,  

 

Looking for the perfect way to ensure your children continue reading this summer? Visit the school Sum-

mer Reading Book Fair between Tuesday 2nd through Thursday 4th to provide your child access to hun-

dreds of books they are sure to love. 

 

Choice Matters! 

When students get to choose and read books they love, reading doesn’t feel like practice – it feels like fun! 

So, this is the perfect occasion to encourage your child to pick books from the Book Fair so they have plen-

ty for summer reading. 

 

Here’s how the Book Fair works: next week, each student visits the Book Fair with his class and can make 

his or her purchases. You and your family are invited to come during any of our open hours. We have 

books for all ages, including adults! And we think you will be happily surprised at the varied selection and 

reasonable prices. 

 

Wondering what kind of books will be at the Book Fair? Do you want to recommend some books to your 

child? This link http://bit.ly/2osWGTm  is a sample of titles that will be displayed at the Fair next week. 

 

So keep these dates and open! 

When: Tuesday, May 2nd – Thursday , May 4th 

Where: Cafeteria stage 

Time: 8:30am – 4:30pm 

 

 

Asmaa Rias El Idrissi 

Library Manager  

 

http://bit.ly/2osWGTm
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LIBRARY 

One of our strong objectives is to encourage students to become strong readers and informed learners. 

However, the quantity of information available online is staggering and not all that information is credible, 

useful or accurate. That’s why, at the library, we raised the question against media literacy. Is the infor-

mation our kids are reading, watching or listening to true or false? 

Unfortunately, we cannot teach media literacy as a sit-down lesson; it is not very effective.  All of us, par-

ents and educators can raise the awareness of the necessity to be media literate in this digital age. In fact, 

you can participate and raise the challenge at home. The process can be more of an exchange of ideas, lis-

ten to your kids’ perceptions and ideas, reflect your own interpretations, and allow an exchange of ideas. 

We really encourage you parents to incorporate media awareness into your everyday activities. For exam-

ple: 

 With little kids, you can discuss things they're familiar with but may not pay much attention to. Exam-

ples include cereal commercials, food wrappers, and toy packages. 

 With older kids, you can talk through media they enjoy and interact with, such as YouTube videos, inter-

net, and ads for video games. 

  With teenagers, and as they become more exposed to news and current events, you can ask these me-

dia literacy questions: 

 Who created this ad, article, or video? Was it a notorious company, was it a comedian, and was it an 

anonymous source? 

Why did they make it? Was it to inform you of something that happened in the world? Or was it to change 

your mind? 

Who is the message for? Is it for kids? Grown-ups? Boys? Girls? Why do you think that? 

How did the message make you feel? 

What techniques were used to make the message believable? Are there any statistics? Is there direct evi-

dence? 

This process may be a difficult challenge but it simply starts with communication. 

Asmaa Rias El Idrissi 

Library Manager  
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LUNCH MENU GRADES NURSERY – KINDER 

LUNCH MENU GRADES 1-12 


